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N BOTS BASKETBALL

GOSHEN — Wow!

Sometimes, I must admit,
we in the media are prone to
hyperbole. We see something
w(%;ike, get a little too excited

—=— and allow our
enthusiasm to
run crazy up
and down the
keyboard. It
happens.

Keeping that
in mind, I will
try very hard
to keep my adjectives in check
regarding the John S. Burke
Catholic boys’ basketball
team. But I make no promises.

Because the Eagles are
asnarvelous high school
basketball team. They are
wonderful to watch in so many
ways, starting with the fact
that they know how to play
the game. That might sound
trite, silly even, but there are

Kevin
Gleason

basketball teams at all levels
— high school, college, pros —
that play the game from their
shoulders down.

Burke shows the beauty of
the game when all five players
use their brains and their bod-
ies in tandem. You just don’t
see this kind of mind-body
execution very often at the
high school level.

“We are talented,” Burke

‘coach Doug Janeczko said

after his team beat Spacken-
kill 85-39 in the Section 9 Class
B semifinals on Wednesday
night. “I mean, we can’t deny
that.”

Janeczko said it with humil-
ity, a quality that has clearly
rubbed off on his team. Burke

" has at least eight players

who can comfortably run the
offense and make things un-
comfortable for the opposition
at any time. Watching Burke

pass the ball - crisp, smart,

_quick passes to find an open

teammate —reminds me of the
way another local team dis-
tributed the ball last season,
Newburgh Free Academy, on
its way to the state Class AA
championship.

And like NFA of last season,
and maybe this season as well,
Burke Catholic has identified
the key to making the best
use of its talent: unselfish-
ness.

One example is Jeff Cochi.
Here’s a kid who was the best
player on Washingtonville
last season, a kid who would
start on almost every team in
the area. He transferred to
Burke and has accepted his
role off the bench.

“They buy in,” Janeczko
said. “They are focused.
They have a goal in mind, and
that’s to win on Sunday.”

They have a bigger goal
than beating Marlboro for
the sectional title on Sunday.

Burke (16-3) wants to win a .

state title. Burke has the tal-
ent to win a state title. But -
the Eagles, ranked fourth
in the state in Class B, real-
ize they must first win a
sectional title. And that road
began on Wednesday against
Spackenkill, which didn’t
score until 2:09 remained in
the first quarter.

By then, Burke led 12-0 on
its way to a 39-16 halftime
lead. Burke committed only

six turnovers in the first half,

It went the entire second
half, including the use of
mostly reserves playing the
last 5:00, without committing
a turnover.

Six turnovers the entire
game. Ten-of-15 shooting in
the third quarter. Ten-of-18

Savvy Burke has lofty ambitions

shooting in the fourth quar-
ter. They can shoot. They
defend like crazy. And they

‘are smart.

“We talk about (winning a
state title) openly,” Janeczko
said. “We are not going to
pretend that is not our goal,
because if you pretend you
are not good, you are going to -
play down to other people’s
level.” :

“We have the right mind
set,” said Dante Cowart, who
scored 18 of his game-high 22
points in the first half. Cow-
art showed off an array of
low-post moves and an abil-
ity to step out and bury the
Jumper. “We have to focus on
the game at hand.”

The Eagles did just that on
Wednesday night. They put on
a beautiful show.
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